
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

Mayor; Geary Jonas; James P. “Sean” Viars; 

Michael Duncan; James Lloyd. 

     

Council Members Absent:     Peggy Hash                        

  

Administration Present:  Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

                         

Administration Absent:   None     

        

Others Present: Brian Reed, David R. Maxey, Chris Robertson, 

Jessica Robertson, Avery Brown, Ron Penton, Dave 

Gilbert, Brenda Gilbert, Roger Hedrick, Audrey 

Hedrick, Mike Jones, Donnie Buck, Patrick Miller, 

Mary Vipperman, Becky Harrison, Bob Thomas, 

Patrick, Keith Crigger, Ellen Schaack, Ed Schaack, 

Michael Spraker, Tracy Penley, Wendy Wingo, Bob 

Lewis, Michael Cole, Millie Rothrock, Brenda 

Hopkins, Ken Noble, Jim Wills, Phyllis Hurt.                          
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve 

the minutes of the July 26, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of four (4) for: Yontz, 

Lloyd, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against; one (1) abstain:  Jonas 

 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – CHRIS & TRACY PENLEY – Town Manager Childers 

stated that the Planning Commission met on Monday, August 22, 2022.  The Planning 
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Commission unanimously voted to recommend that council approve a conditional use permit 

(CUP) which will allow Chris and Tracy Penley to place a doublewide trailer on their property 

located at 238 S. Greever Street.  Town Manager Childers stated that the doublewide is very nice 

and will be hooked into the town’s water and sewer system.  A motion was made by 

Councilmember Lloyd and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve the CUP allowing 

Chris & Tracy Penley to place a doublewide trailer on their property located at 238 S. Greever 

Street.  Councilmember Viars stated that the Planning Commission did their job and discussed 

the issue and any alternatives.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, 

Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME - Mayor Litz introduced Brian Reed, Deputy Director of Mount Rogers 

Planning District Commission (MRPDC). Mayor Litz asked Mr. Reed to give an update on the 

Downtown Revitalization project.  Mr. Reed stated that he was present to answer questions 

regarding the grant from the Department of Housing & Community Development (DHCD).  He 

stated that in 2015 the town received a planning grant from DHCD, and through the planning 

grant an implementation grant was submitted to DHCD for $700,000.  The grant was a 

competitive basis, the town was competing with the entire state of Virginia, and it was denied.  

After a year the flooding issue was addressed, the sidewalk improvement project addressed, 

some buildings were demolished then the town reapplied for the grant funds.  The Town was 

awarded $660,000 in 2019, which is the grant the town is currently using for the downtown 

revitalization project.   Mr. Reed explained that it took ninety (90) days to get under contract for 

the funds.  He added that just when the town was about to get the project started the Department 

of Historic Resources (DHR) stopped the progress of the project for eleven (11) months.  Mr. 

Reed explained that the funding is from a federal grant, and all the rules must be followed.  The 

process began, more buildings were torn down, and more blight was eliminated.  Mr. Reed stated 

that the Farmer’s Market is not part of the federal funding.  The $100,000 funding for the 

Farmers Market is through the Wythe-Bland Foundation.  He added that the funds for the 

Farmers Market have been extended by Wythe-Bland Foundation three times, and after meeting 

with DHCD last week the town was given another six-month extension Mr. Reed mentioned that 

Rural Retreat has had an extreme stroke of bad luck since applying for the DHCD grant. He 

continued that the town was impacted by Covid -19 worse than any of the surrounding localities 

by employees getting the virus, and the town office being shut down.  Mr. Reed explained that 

the town had trouble getting contractors to work on site, and materials were hard to get.  He 

added that the town is currently waiting on topsoil.  Mr. Reed stated that the town saved money, 

and a portion of the grant money was freed up by doing all the drainage work themselves.  The 

materials were paid for with grant funds, and the town employees provided the labor.  Dave 

Gilbert asked when the Wythe-Bland funds will expire.  Mr. Reed stated that the foundation can 

take the funds away at any time.   Mr. Reed stated that the bids for building the Farmer’s Market 

were over budget therefore the project was split up into phases. The Wythe-Bland Foundation 

funding for the Farmer’s Market is set aside for building a Farmer’s Market.   Mr. Reed stated 

that the Farmer’s Market grant has no stipulations, and any contractor can be hired to build it.  

Mr. Reed stated that the master plan was completed in 2017 and is available to anyone that is 

interested in viewing it.   Mr. Reed added that a lot of progress has been made, but not fast 

enough for some folks.  Mr. Reed stated that the finished product will be a fenced in grass area 

then the Farmer’s Market will be built with the Wythe-Bland funding.  He continued that the 

town purchased the Weaver buildings, and half of the engineering fees are paid by the town.  The 

PDC fees were paid by the grant, and the PDC will only receive half of the funds due to them 

because of the shortfall in funds. Michael Spraker asked if the funds could be utilized to remodel 

the existing brick building on the site.   Mr. Spraker stated that the foundation will not pay for 
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pavement, stone, etc.  However, they will provide funding for a walking track if the town plans 

to go that route.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the increase in the cost for the project is 

triple what was originally planned.  He added that it is up to the Councilmembers to decide how 

to spend the funds that is most beneficial to the town.  He continued to explain that the Farmer’s 

Market is only used a few months out of the year, and the reason for this meeting is for citizen’s 

input for the site in addition to the Farmer’s Market.  Councilmember Viars stated that we are on 

the homestretch except for the Farmer’s Market portion of the project.  Councilmember Lloyd 

stated that tonight is for the community’s input.  The following ideas were discussed: 

 

Dave Gilbert stated that a pavilion type building can be built then finished in phases.   

 

Ellen Schaack stated that she has been a part of the revitalization committee from the beginning, 

and a Farmer’s Market has always been in the plan.  She added that a bigger space for the market 

is needed, and the greenspace will be a beautiful addition to town.   Mrs. Schaack stated that the 

existing building sits on the corner and in her opinion the existing brick building is ugly, and it 

takes away from the whole site.  She added that it does make sense to use the existing building 

for a Farmer’s Market.  

 

Patrick Miller suggested that a Farmer’s Market be built as a pavilion that can be used for other 

things.   

 

Donnie Buck stated that he does not think a new building should be built.  The existing brick 

building can be remodeled and used for a Farmer’s Market then used for other activities.  The 

building could be used for craft shows, gun shows and many other events.  Mr. Buck stated that 

the Wytheville market is popular because it is indoors.  Mr. Buck stated that another reason to 

gravitate away from an open pavilion is that an open building is a magnet for nighttime 

activities.  Mr. Buck stated that the building is 68 x 45 which is a little over 3,000 sq. ft. History 

is being lost and could be displayed in part of the building.  He added that it would be nice to 

educate on the history of the town by displaying historical items. 

 

Chris Robertson stated that the Marion and Abingdon pavilion markets are nice because they are 

utilized for other things, and the Wytheville Market is nice because it is indoors with restroom 

facilities.  Mr. Robertson mentioned that he is a premium vendor at the other regional Farmers 

Markets including Rural Retreat’s market.  He agreed that the shell building that exists on the 

downtown property can be utilized for the market and many other activities.  He stated that the 

market needs a permanent structure so the market can operate regardless of the weather 

condition.   

 

David Maxey stated that in his opinion the Farmers Market should be held in the existing brick 

building.  He added that the building should be remodeled, and the outside painted and updated.   

He suggested asking the high school art class to paint a mural on the side of the building.  Mr. 

Maxey stated that he would love to see the existing building cleaned up and utilized. 

 

Jim Wills stated that he is new to the community and one reason he was drawn to Rural Retreat 

was because of the Farmer’s Market.  He stated that the Farmer’s Market site can be used for 

many other activities.  He stated that he believes the town is making a huge mistake by using the 

funds to remodel the brick building. 
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Michael Spraker suggested building a larger stand alone building for the market.  He added that 

remodeling the existing building is an option too if the building was extended.   

 

Roger Hedrick suggested that the town follow through and build the building for the Farmer’s 

Market building as originally planned.  He stated that the building could be utilized for other 

events throughout the year.  

 

Mr. Reed stated that under the current contract the site must be graded and seeded.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the subgrade is at compaction, and a building can be built on the 

site.  Mayor Litz stated that the town has spent close to $400,000 of the town’s money on the 

project, and that this project has not been easy.  Mayor Litz stated that the reason for this meeting 

is for Council to hear citizen’s thoughts and ideas for the project space.  Mayor Litz stated that 

the Farmer’s Market operates thirty-six (36) hours a year, and the space should be used for other 

activities as well.  Mayor Litz stated that in his opinion a cinder walking path with lighting that 

can be used year around would be a nice addition to the downtown space.  He urged people to 

think about what the space can be used for year around.  Councilmember Viars stated that the 

project will be ongoing, and therefore added to for years to come.   Mr. Spraker stated that the 

Wythe-Bland Foundation only gives funds for health, education, and welfare.  He stated that if a 

building is built with funds from the foundation, then it must be called a Farmer’s Market.  Mr. 

Buck stated that if the Farmer’s Market fails the funding must be returned to the Foundation.  

Mr. Crigger suggested that the County building inspector look at the existing brick building 

before a decision is made to make sure the building is sound.   Mayor Litz stated that after the 

end of September the town can reach out to the foundation for ideas. Mr. Hedrick asked if the 

town would manage the market.  Councilmember Duncan stated that is a question that council 

needs to address.  Mr. Buck stated that the name of the market is the Rural Retreat Farmer’s 

Market.  He asked if the town would be liable if there was an accident. 

 

Mr. Spraker addressed Council to request an appeal to a zoning regulation requiring a barrier 

erected between the parking lot and the adjoining property owned by Steve Slater.  Mr. Spraker 

added that he built the building twelve years ago and this is the first time he has been approached 

regarding a barrier.   He stated that three months ago he received a letter from the owner of S & 

K Apartments that adjoins his property.  Mr. Spraker stated that the owner of the apartment 

building pointed out something in the town’s zoning ordinance that he was unaware of.  Mr. 

Slater references the zoning Article 4 Supplemental District Regulations and General Provisions 

4.17-2 Design Requirements (C) requiring a barrier erected between the two properties.  Mr. 

Spraker shared a copy of the letter from Mr. Steve Slater, owner of S & K Apartments located on 

East Railroad Avenue.  Mr. Slater’s letter suggests that Mr. Spraker plant boxwoods, erect 

planters or build a fence to hide Mr. Spraker’s property from his.  Mr. Spraker stated that his first 

question is if there is a statute of limitations on the zoning in question.  He stated that he 

purchased the property, presented his plans to the town, received a zoning permit from the town 

to build a dental office twelve years ago.  His second question is if the adjoining apartment 

complex is considered commercial since there are multiple apartments in multiple buildings.   

The third question is that there was a dental office on the lot before he built the new building.  

Mr. Sparker’s fourth question was regarding the utilities.  He stated that there are electrical, 

water and sewer lines present where a fence would be built.  He stated that it may not be possible 

to build a fence large enough to hide his building.  Mr. Spraker stated that parking is limited in 

the downtown area.  He added that he has always allowed parking in his parking lot outside of 

business hours.  Mr. Spraker stated that Mr. Slater’s tenants park in his parking lot, and it has 

never been an issue. However, he will not allow them to park in his parking lot any longer. Town 
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Manager Childers stated that he will reach out to Mike Sobey and address the issue.  Mayor Litz 

reassured Mr. Spraker that the town will investigate the issue and get back to him.   

 

Dave Gilbert addressed Council to ask when construction would be complete and East Buck 

Avenue would be re-opened.  Town Manager Childers stated that the contractor has one more 

lateral to complete, and it will be open by the end of this week.   Mr. Gilbert stated that the trucks 

on East Buck Avenue are out of control, and if something could be done about all the tractor-

trailers going to Klockner Pentaplast. He suggested that Klockner Pentaplast put up better 

directional signs so the tractor-trailer delivery trucks will avoid East Buck Avenue.  He 

suggested that Klockner Pentaplast change their physical address to eliminate GPS devices 

directing truck traffic onto East Buck Avenue.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE - Treasurer Patton read a thank you note from Kay Corvin with the Red 

Cross Bloodmobile. Mrs. Corvin thanked the town for providing a collection site and setting up 

tables for the Bloodmobile that took place on August 18, 2022.  Mrs. Corvin stated that there 

were forth-eight units of blood collected from fifty-two donors. 

 

Town Manager Childers read an email received from Scott Mecimore.  Mr. Mecimore suggested 

moving the Farmer’s Market to the community center for an inside market with vendors setting 

up outside in the pavilion.  His email suggested using the flat area for a couple of full-length 

basketball courts with adjustable hoops, a couple of tennis courts, and a volleyball court with 

“soft rubber” asphalt. He continued that a fence high enough to keep balls off the railroad tracks 

and rod be built.  He asked that benches and stands be placed around the courts along with a 

parking area. 

 

Town Manager Childers read a letter from Amy McBride regarding the Downtown 

Revitalization project.  Mrs. McBride’s letter addressed the reason for a public meeting. She 

stated that the original plan was to build a permanent Farmer’s Market on the site with a 

$100,000 grant from the Wythe-Bland Foundation. Therefore, she stated that she does not 

understand why a meeting for public comments is being held. 

 

Councilmember Lloyd stated that Troy Harris of the Dr Pepper Corporation contacted him.  Dr. 

Pepper Corporation would like to bring a hot air balloon to Dr. Pepper Day and offer free 

tethered rides. Councilmember Lloyd stated that this will be weather permitting.   

 

POLICE REPORT – Chief Breedlove stated that the first week of school went well, and he did 

not have any problems with traffic on East Buck Avenue.   Chief Breedlove reported that he 

answered twenty-five (25) calls, three (3) larceny reports, one (1) summons, one (1) arrest, and 

one (1) pending.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This report is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – None 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Chief Breedlove reported that he has not had an opportunity to 

check on the issue recently.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

VRS HAZARADOUS DUTY PAY – Treasurer Patton explained that Virginia Retirement 

System (VRS) offers hazardous duty benefits to any law enforcement personnel.  She added that 

the town would need to adopt a resolution to offer the benefit.  Once the resolution is adopted the 

benefit is available to any law enforcement personnel hired in the future.  She stated that offering 

this benefit will make the position more inviting to potential employees.  Treasurer Patton 

continued to explain that the rate is determined by calculations made by the VRS’ actuaries, 

Cavanaugh Macdonald Consulting, LLC.  She stated that the cost of the study is $1,250 to 

calculate a 1.7% plus an additional $250 to calculate an additional multiplier of 1.85%.  She 

stated that the total cost to the town to have the study would be $1,500.  Councilmember Duncan 

asked if other town employees would be eligible for the benefit.  Treasurer Patton stated that 

only law enforcement officers and first responders are eligible for the benefit.  Councilmember 

Viars asked how much it would cost the town to offer the benefit.  Treasurer Patton explained 

that the study would need to be completed first.  A motion was made by Councilmember Viars 

and seconded by Councilmember Lloyd to approve the VRS study to potentially offer the 

hazardous duty pay to law enforcement personnel.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  

Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad received the 

state four for life funds.  He explained that the County gives Rural Retreat & Lead Mines these 

funds.  He reported that the Rural Retreat Rescue Squad received $15,818.40 to be used for 

training, equipment, general operations, or whatever is needed. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton reported that the preliminary auditors 

from Hicok, Brown & Company were in the office on Monday and Tuesday of last week to 

collect the final data for the audit.  Robinson, Farmer, and Cox will be working on the audit on 

August 29th and 30th.  She stated that due to the number of documents that were uploaded to the 

engagement organizer the auditors will most likely only be in the office one day.   

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – None 

 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed. 

 

• To date Carolina consolidated has laid 3566 feet of sewer line and replaced 18 manholes.  

They should be completely out of Buck Ave in the next few days.  There have very few 

issues with Buck Ave traffic during this time with the exception of tractor trailers trying 

to navigate in that area. 
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• I contacted King Contractors about getting a price for black railing that they installed on 

main street.  This railing will be placed on top of the headwall and rock walls 

surrounding the drainage area. 

• JG Coram will be bringing in topsoil hopefully tomorrow to start the finished grade on 

the downtown site so seeding can begin.  I have asked them to get me a price on grading 

the small areas that were not in the scope of the downtown project. 

Town Manager Childers reported that he has requested a quote for black railing to match 

the railing that was installed on the headwall along Main Street.  Town Manager Childers 

explained that the original plan was to use black chain-link fencing around the detention 

pond.   It was discussed with JG Coram that it will pass code and look better for the 

railing to match.  Town Manager Childers stated that the existing grant funds will be used 

for the fencing. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for August 23, 2022, were read and approved.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


